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article I 


BY Captain William H. Con 8 

Vice Pweldent of the N.t.on.l Hl.torl^l SocMy 
M,.mber Vlr K lr>i« Hi.lor«e«l Society 


TP, rJk that, prepare an ^ 

la connection nith the propoaiU to u , Mor ltoton Pike near 

.1 the "wild man" lobe located on th«'» to " 8 ™" s ** ^ ne „ tto old 

the mouth ol Mingo Run. In M ngo weH to state that 

.ndlan tribe are oh.alned 

L .“period oi years, and when a period of ^<‘^7 “* 

covered it means that most of the Information is traditional 

The Indian “village site 1 at Mingo has been regarded as the habitat of 
this tribe, but it is With no certainty that this is at all correct, but on the 
other hand it would appear that this village was the abode of some other 
tribe, for we have no account which would make this a Mingo home, and for 
the reason that the Mingoes were on the upper waters of the Susquehanna 
river in Pennsylvania and New York even before the founding of Jamestown, 
and from that date or little later, made a settlement on the waters of the 
Ohio and still later further west. 

That there was a village once occupied by Indians at Mingo, I take it 
that no one doubts; we have it handed down from the ancestors of those now 
living in that section that such a site existed when settlement was begun soon 
after the Revolution; not a site of recent occupancy, hut long decaying, yet 
retaining all the marks of such a village, and at this date evidences in way of 
flints, pottery and Indian relics are to be found on Mingo Run, and we are 
told that mounds on the Mingo Flats are still to be found, making it certain 
that in that elevated and beautiful section, overlooking the country for miles 
and miles, that such a village existed. 

The Indian trails, over which both public roads and railroads have since 
followed, passed through Mingo Flats, the Bcenery from which appeals to the 
white and probably to the tribes that followed the routes, covering passes 
from one stream to another, some of which at this point lead Northward, an¬ 
other Southward and still another Westward. The principal route it would 
appear led from the North from Saint George in Tucker county by way of 
Leading Creek, up the Tygarfs Valley River and thence to the Greenbrier, 
and near those Flats, one trail branched to the East and down Clover Lick to 
Greenbrier river, the other to the S. W. and down Williams & Gauley rivers, 
and just west of Mingo, at now Brady gate, the path divided, one going down 

to tiT r° r a , 8 ‘° E ' k riVer ‘ lhC ° ther by Point and westward 

and Mineo ° h ^ o'® Kanawha: 0,1 lhe Valley river between HuttonaviUe 

oi M g rr w ra rcac,,ed the vai,ey; ° ne fr °™ ** *»* of two 

torks of the Greenbrier, and across the Cheat river and Cheat MonnUin 
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near Ihe head of BSCca’a Crook; nnd mill another from the Chonl R| v « r 
Ftshlnghawk and down Kilos Crook at Beverly. and hMII another of th “ P 
paths cams to the Valley River from the Buckhannon waters, across tho M 7d 
die Fork and down Iho Mill Crook to itio Valley bolow Huttonsvlllo. 

Those several trails converging around Mingo, makes this point one of 
rondosvous. and with the traditions we have and Iho relics found renders U 
fairly conclusive thnt such village existed, but with any certainty of which 
tribe built or occupied It. wo have no poslttve proof and can only conjecture- 
most probably not the Mingo tribe. 

Among the earliest history we have of the Mingo Indian Is recited by 
Thomas Jefferson In his •‘Notes" and In discussing the Five Nations of In¬ 
dians. anil referring to tho Mohicans, ho says; 

“This nation had a close alliance with the Shawanese, who lived on the 
Susquehanna and to tho west of that river, as far ns the Allegheny Mountains 
and carried on a long war with another powerful nation or confederacy of 
Indians, which lived to tho north of them between Kittattnnery Mountains 
or highlands, and tho Lake Ontario, and who called themselves Mlngoes and 
aro called by the present writers Iroquois, by the English the Five Nations 
and by the Indians to the southward, with whom they were at war Msssa- 
wemacs. This war was carrying on In Us greatest fury, when Captain Smith 
first arrived In Virginia. The Mlugo warriors had penetrated the Susque- 
hsnna down to the mouth of It In one of his excursions up the bay. at the 
mouth of the Susquehanna, In 1608. Captain Smith met six or seven of their 
canoes full of warriors, who were coming to attack their enemies In the rear. 
In an excursion which he had made a few weeks before, tip the Rappahannock 
and in which he had a skirmish with a party of the Manaheads. and had taken a 
brother of one of their chiefs prisoner, he first hoard of this nation. For when 
ho asked the prisoner why his nation attacked the English, the prisoner said 

because his nation had heard that (he English came from under the world to 
iaite their world from them.” 

™* "*«■>(, (he Mingo was In . condemn, 

T : r ' h ” Mnha " k ‘ “ ,,w “—«• »" d 

Wan raw? ana VSiTSira £ 

common language, nnd lolniK- * , * confederacy having the same 

definite decisive battle In their t age< * war °n the tribes to the south, and no 
resourceful, they took Into the ■n"" h “ Vl, ’ K been won - *"d finding the enemy 
enemy whoa I'??™'? b >’ means over- 

protection of the Mlngoes wh^n.ILT'* P,,t them8e, '«» under the 

corn, hunt 

b ° J“ foatod Wbe in leg,. ' 8nd ,n th,s condlUon William Penn found 

™ho Mingo may be 

ClUbir darlnK> cun “«n«. ni^hiessT’snd ,he Ind,an# ,n ,his ' thal they 

^^K‘ OU8 - ^ and iB Peace «™ 

and tr l "° cha ^cteri le all ,1, , W ° re ° n th « <* h ‘ 

t0 tbeir teaohluc T 0Wn vlow Point tw ' S ,he Seneral rule 

*" n *' tt 1 ® birds. the7‘!V he,r hUf,y fal 

nor ^ th.. :x b : s r r«*• -^^T.n C ; sua - th * *»«•. «» 

,r0111 ^'ch the Indian cal U ,a not - 

came: whether from the East 


chase, and 
rule among 
faithful 
aea- 

not understood 
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«h-th»r all tribe. >»»“ llt ' , . hl . own |iBfU*l«- 

ud non Intercourse. e*< h trll>e o' meanln*. carry In* the > ldea ot the 

The n.me UlnKC to **““"“* ‘ Jiod , hml m n,k was put upon them by 

- *- ,h * ,r conduct oD ““ 7 11 

w not Inappropriate, but Juat and duo^the» r |l8€ |f. drove by 

tv advent of the rtlu - 1 actively to migrate be- 

—o° f h r ol:^ •ari X™ 

-*=s: 

° ki U°i7^Id that a nation without war. I. a nation without history and of 
course the »ame la true of the Indian, but the Mingo Is not without his full 
participation In war and all the cruelty of It. From 1750 to 1790 he p!a> ed 
hla wicked part In the tragedy of warfare and what he and hlB alliance did 
not do was no mark of Indisposition not to do It, for they left destruction 
from Port Seibert and the South Branch country westward as far as the 
white r.ian had dared advance, but In this they were not alone for the white 
man at times as the leader was the Instigator of the outrageous warfare, and 
Simon Girty at the head of the Shawnee was an esample participant. 

The honors or war are usually reflected through the commanding gen¬ 
eral, but with the Indian it was the Chief, and what mighty ones the Mlngoea 
may have had at different periods, we cannot ever know, but history has given 
us the name of Dittle Eagle (Klsopils) who In &a unexpected fight with a few 
men under Captain Gibson near Fort PiU In 1783, the Mlngoes gave fight With 
the result of Captain Gibson completely taking off the head of Little Eagle, 
and it la probable that this combat gave more- Impetus to the Big Knife, Of the 
Nation of Big Knife (the designation the Indians gave the Virginians ever 
after* (ban any other thing; but It is not known whether it was the sword Of 
the saber kind or an actual long knife which the Virginian used In close con¬ 
tact, but this weapon was a ‘night mare" to an Indian, whether awake or 
fiSlOisp. 

and Delaware, and others contending Mr Ihl ! Shawnee8 ‘ Catawbas 

conflicts resulted that It In time became k™ 3?^ JJJ 

r ce haa «■*« «*■ -« 

have made his ancestry uncertain hut his ' ‘' haracler and traits 

° <****ruM chief of the Cayugus and horn k , probab, y Ehilkellamy, 
>yivaniu; another Impression is that he was T ^ al Shamok| n. Penn- 
and adopted by the Oneidas. the allied tribe tX U French Canad ‘*n. 
took the name ot u*an fr01D lam^Log^ who LTr*? ^ “ 11 *“* b * 

g who was Colonial Secretary aud 
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- , , , _. j~-i in th* Hu»qu*hanna River country 

«« ... T,,w " "" ,l lr "” 

'""LI i nniian lo huvo not shared In tho Hplrlt of 

' ... .. T:Z r trZ tutZl d«.po.od .O live puocofully with the 

hlH trlliomoii null »“ 

whit®*. f white man wentward »•«<« ^ntlict with 

Th» continued ml ' um0 noW lind ,hon. and In these conflicts Indiana 
U.o Indian here «»d ‘Jon.^ „ aw , occasionally Inoffensive Indians 

killed and destroyed ah , lpa «ler the Indian Is the better bo Is, 

were killed with the ' ‘ |ho French and Indian war and later 

bromht on the conl < * ^ ^ (ho Mouth of the Kanawha, which was In a 

brought about ho ** ^ ^ 0hlQ V(V „ oy . especially the portion to the 

way to sottlo tho o • 1 8t declB ive battle ever fought be- 

—u “,z c s"r.......»», **... — ». ^ o, 

,h0 0bl0 ' „ „ haftlfl ttl point Pleasant. Logan’s family was living near 
ChllUwtbc. but being at the time at the mouth of Yellow Crook in 1774 an 
n an massacre occurred In which Logan’s family, probably having only a 
slsler but possibly a wife, but no children, and this Inflamed the allied tribes 
of Indians to such an extent that lx>gan became the leader not only of bis 
own people, but any who would follow, and crossing to the east and on both 
sides of the Ohio, he and his people destroyed tho whites and their settle¬ 
ments. leaving neither woman or child In their wake, and this led the Vir¬ 
ginians to take up arms and bring about the battle of Point Pleasant, and 
generally known as Dunmore’s war—he being then Colonial Governor of 
Virginia. 

This massacre of the Indians was by Logan attributed to Captain Michael 
Cresap. n Marylander, but history is now convincing that Cresap was not 
present at this shameful massacre, but probably took part in other “killings’' 
where ho felt that Justice was only being meted out to the deserving ones. 

When the Dunmore war was concluded by a peace or treaty at Chillicothe. 
the Chiefs of all tho tribes taking part In the battle of the Mouth of Kanawha, 
appeared except John Logan, the Mingo head; he being sent for, refused to 
appear, but sent that famous message that school boys many years were re¬ 
quired to recite on Friday afternoon before the country school closed for the 
week; this speech reads: 

I appeal to any white man to say, if he ever entered Logan’s cabin hun¬ 
gry. and he gave him not meat; If ho ever came cold and naked and he clothed 
hint not During the course of the last long and bloody war Logan remained 
die in his cabin, an advocate of peace. Such was my love for the whites, 
nit my countrymen pointed as they passed and said. ‘Logan is the friend of 
mo white men.’ 1 had even thought to have lived with you. but for the injury 

miirrfn p n >' ,n "ii 1 rosup ' , * ,e last spring. In cold blood, and unprovoked, 

dren Tt * 10 ro,atlon8 of 1-ogan. not even sparing my women and chil- 
Thu calirtH * ' S ! ' * dr ° P ° f my ,,lo0(l in tllp veins of any living creature, 
fully ghitVed "Si ° r reV#n *®* 1 have 8 °'»Kht it; I have killed many; I have 

Hut l do not hart' P " i: ' 1 | IU< f °' my coun,r y I rejoice at the beams of peace, 
not harbor a thought that mine is the Joy of fear. Logan never felt 
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article II 


by ANDREW Prick 

potion is called to the article reproduced in thla issue prepared by 
' £bb Of Randolph County, about our pet Indians, the Mtagor There 
valuable historical matter in the article and It is well worth your 

attC But we must enter a vigorous protest against two of the hUtorian'h con- 
dusione—first that the Mlngos did not live at Mingo Plata. and second, th* 
MUigo ought to be spelt with a little a. as It means outlaw or some such 

“ am We know exactly bow the Captain’s mind was poisoned on this subject 
He is echoing conclusions reached by historians who lived in other atate. 
and who have cast doubts on the Identity of the tribe. It an goes to show 
that the only way to preserve the history of your own people is to do it your¬ 
self and not depend on some person a thousand miles away to do you Justice. 
Such men do not know and they do not care. 

To doubt that the Mingo Indians once had their tribal center at Mingo 
Flats is equivalent to what would be the case if some historian would arise 
a hundred years hence and deny that there were ever any catfish In Green¬ 
brier River, and then cap the climax by adding that he had hia doubts If there 

ever was 8uch a fish anyway. „ 2 i.. 

An old man told us thirty years ago that the Indians that last lived In 
this section were Mlngos and he could remember when there were traces of 
their camps In the periwinkle shell piles along the river. We never doubted 
that until we began to read all the histories that came to hand and then for 
a season we doubted that there ever waa such an animal as the Mingo. But 
as time went on we gathered a great mass of Information and got to the time 
when we could weigh evidence better, we saw that tradition Is true and that 
the I&at Indian residents of these hills and valleys were Mlngos and that they 
had their city at Mingo Flats, where they raised their winter corn. 

Washington made his way to the French Forts on the Ohio and reported 
the Mlngos living on the waters of that river. Robert Files and David T>gart 
settled in Tygarts Valley in 1754. This was the year after Washington had 
been at the forks of the Ohio. Files and Tygart found an Indian town at 
Mingo Flats and determined to abandon the country on account of the con¬ 
tiguity of an Indian village. Before Files could move, he and his whole 
family were killed by the Indians. 

Just about this time Greenbrier, the Bite of the town of Marllnton was 
made a fortified place to watch the Warrior's Road, known generally as the 
Seneca Trail. In 1755, Braddock took a big army into the woods Just north 
of ns and there met the Sbavrnees, the Delawares, and the Mlngos. and ot tr 
Indians allied with the French and left 800 dead men on the field whose bones 
whitened In the sun for three years. 
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ivcmt of 

-— whlton for throe y«* r " 

—r. z o— h;; "£^ 

U.» 8t... 0 « N«r Wfc m yM „ before. 

Kepi unbroken » AmS tcrdam. Cor1 ' ‘ palIe d the governors of 

- ^ mera,,y wlpcd lhem off 

hered to Great Britain and _ of without 


hered to Great Britain and excage> or without 

of the face of U 10 the iroquoiB. with that as - Indian 

After Braddock defeat ^ ^ Virginia clear east 

one. swept. tb.i wh nQ „ trange Indlan should - town at Mlng0 


one. swept the-hole In d,an should Uve In tt- ^ 

^“ohT^Jr Xfore the *W'*^j£ w»***- * the 
Flats C »nd moved to the wwt ton** ^ f(ffth tbey raided WeutVlr- 


Flats^nd moved to the west hank of £ ~ ^ West V,- 

place called Mingo Bottom, and from other tr|bes co mblned. After 

glnia, and killed more wh ‘ ta J^}* ll wtat tribe of Indians was to blame but 
an outrage, it was often hard * Among the occasions the M«ngos 

the Mlngos were most often Deckers Creek. New BWer forar. 

were identified as being pr«*°*t _ were. B ig Uck> Po , nt Plea^ 

Muskingum. Simpson Creek. K V carawa Rlver , and Bryants Station, 
ant. Fort Pitt. Fort Laurens. ' permanent settlers came to the 

In the seventeen seventies when - P Mineos at Mingo Flat*. 

Tygaris Valley they found abandoned houses^^ gcou ‘ rge and that the reason 
Let it be known that the Mlngos w re P . «» _, Virginian his* 

them. But they were very real to our ancestors. 

Simon Girty was a Mingo Chief, but the great chief was the literary 
Logan. Logan also had a slogan: “Ten for one.” Meaning ten white scalps 
for every red scalp lost. Captain Cobb says his name was John Ix>gan. We 
deem it impossible to have been fed on Logan since we were in the first reader 
and not to have heard him called John Why John? 

It was well known that his name was Tahgah-Jute, but then as now 
white men were impatient of strange names. “You say your name la Grab- 
tiswistisky? Its Graham from now on” So it was Logan, and now John 
Logan. Some doubt has been cast on the authenticity of the speech of Logan, 
but there need not be. It was delivered in the Mingo language to Col. Gibson 
who wrote It down and then translated 1L Still we wonder what it would 
have sounded like If Logan bad had a less eminent secretary. 

A great many historians think until Col. Gibson edited the speech that it 
was in the following words, to wit: “Tell Dunmore to go to hell!” And that 
the speech then was translated into English by the gifted Colonel. 

It ia a pretty good speech, it makes a good oration for a schoolboy. 
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„ rt that wo occoHlonally f"'" » thor *'" hor " «"* 

M „„, ,.U h...'»< > „„ r ... «h.. world W.. Tdmur 

of the I'BrllPK' 1"'" * near Track «ir»0 we were auppoaed 

"" W oro PWM I«Jto w „ . . , old tha. wo ware 

to be an ntn b - TOrh Hf ., m rnto hair w». pulled out Our reply 

to bo burned a ' _ -Roar Track never foil fear. Ho would not turn op- 

««.. . ... ~ 

them down on Mingo Flat- where they properly belong, and keep away from 
all of that traah that foreigner* are writing. Bear Track appeal* to him to 
know why he haa taken hla pen In hla hand and maeaacrod all the Mlngoa. no 
that not ono remalna. Bear track haa killed many, but Captain Cobb haa 
killed them all 
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article hi 


BY Hu Maxwfxu 

late West Virginia papers 
Tu> erect a monument on the 

— the ^ oi Van^ H-.! 

ot history, but I ta«e n 

mark the former hum«ol. 
and in all human probability, 
which was once there. - 
The name indicates tl 
Mingo village. When 
Randolph county. I was not ah 
the name was first given. 


, have read with Interest 

tory is absolutely silent on the flubJcct 

* >i_ n aunnosed that it had been a 
at Borne time, supposeu n«a 

tng material for my history of 

liS'mo W thaT'ln 0 ^n r 8 

Virginia lym ^Zn the Ohio river and the Alls, 
came known to English-speaking people, ‘t bad no 
than roaming hunters who occasionally wandered th 

towns or permanent camps. 

It had an Indian population at an earlier tim . 
of towns and camps. The remains of the village 
doubt, to that earlier period, as also did the sites ol 
Cheat river, at Crooked run near Point Pleasant, I 
in the state. 

It is known, within a reasonable degree of cer 
lute certainty, when and why the Indian populatlo 
and the mountains ceased to exist. It was about 
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extended over several years, and a precise dale cannot ho claimed, and de¬ 
rails of the affair are meagre. 

The annihilation wu the work of Indiana. That la one aln that does not 
roat on the white man’s head, except that It might he indirectly Imputed to 
ra alone the Hudson river who aunnlled the l'iiiir with ■» 


l me wnne man s neao, except mui n migm ne indirectly imputed to 
Dutch traders along the Hudson river who supplied the guna with which It 
was done. In the western part of the stale of New York lived tribes of 
superior Indians, including Mohawks, Senecas, and others, known collectively 
as Iroquois or Five Nations. 

After they procured firearms by barter from the Dutch, they became irre^ 
sfstible to their Indian enemies, who still fought with bows and clubs. Re¬ 
markable conquests followed. West Virginia was swept clean of its Indian 
population, and the Iroquois penetrated as far south as Georgia and west tn 
the Black Hills. 

It Is not unlikely that the village at Mingo was wiped out at that time as 
well as that in the Horse Shoe in Tucker county, but we do not know that 
such was the case. 

Those northern conquerors were often called ’’Sennegars." which was 
the frontiersman’s pronunciation of the tribe Seneca. Their war paths were 
omet mes called "Sennegar Trail,” One such led south through V rZ 

p Irs wh 8 Tr 01 thG B,UC R,dBe> " h,Ch Was mentioned by early el 
Plorers who watched keenly for “Sennegar smoke-meaning holtUe camp 

Pass^nroTSnrand "' e9tern ^ -»w-d. 

recently, and perhaps Z *** ^ 

spelled Seneca, but the former nron • r SPOn ^ The natne ,S correc,I y 
that was the way the " S ~" *" d ^ 

stroye^ b m y ™ “ *• village at Mingo was do- 

tor victims. They must have made a t n ’ 8COUt,nB ,n 311 directions 

Sally, ln particular, and Christopher Gist 8WeeP .’ f ° r Ialer e5c P ,orer s. John 

be jeen the mountains and the Ohio r/vaV fh T “ 0t flnd an Indlan cam P 
o'd flelds,” showing where corn ha V 0 n r ^ ^ WGre p,enl >* <* Indian 
The Indians who mario , J nce been cl,Itiv ated. 

». pan 2 “ e Mrl >' '™ t “ ““tilers In Wost Virginia 

eastward. i n ord ®; Wafch,n K the crossings of th^ hm 8 h ° lr CU8t0m to kee P 
" erta ^ 

^ Z1. . Utile 

- JZSZZXsF ,0 " r 
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l0rtt ,e a fact h ]J t0 ? 1 J B |*B ( l 

rs- - 

b Wo*' Virgin!*. 

„ O..0 would CO 1MK* far e 
Bull— hunting and llsb.ng j 
? re. It must have "»° *“* * 

“ P taf ha^ Coupled Mingo 
IS and South America, wer 


would And 
lnln; but at 
time of the 
importance 
all Indiana, 


Chicago, April 






article IV 


By Andrew Price 

we are aggravated by an article in the Randolph Enterprise from the 

Of Hu Maxwell In which he casts doubts upon the Identity of the Indian* 
Z, La..he we.. Virginia territory He »y. .Pat be i. -no. 
Tware of any fact warranting the conclusion that any Mingo Indians ever 
lived in West Virginia. 1 ' 

In other words, he prides himself upon what he does not know. From 
the vast sea of human knowledge no one man Is ever able to dip up more 
than a bucketful of facts, so it is easy for the wisest to make a boast of what 
they do not know. 

We are getting out of patience with the historians who will neither admit 
that the Mingoes lived at Mingo Flats prior to their well known habitat at 
Mingo Bottom six miles from Wheeling, nor account for the site of their town 
prior to that move. If they did not come from Mingo Flats from whence did 
they come? 

We are ready to do this. We will take the position of the affirmative on 
whom must fall the burden of proof and debate before a body of Intelligent men 
any place at any time the proposition: That about the middle of the 18th 
century, to-wit, 1750, the Mingo Indians lived at Mingo Flats and that in 
numbers they did not then or at any time prior to their westward emigration 
exceed more than one hundred families. 

we would bar as judges those who have committed themselves to the 
statements that there are no such animals as the Mingoes. Just because the 
TthMv aDB ralled to nole thal a sm all and insignificant tribe fought 

ov rlTt baCk lhe t,dS 01 wUt ® immigration that broke 

were no M ,n“Vnd.h « ^ haVe Said ln lhe,r hasle ^ there 

st:tk to Btlck -— 

proper ;: ig W h^o S ““ t0 evidence and give 

is about to wipe out the me JnCt - S We feel that the poison of the doubter 
terrorized our immediate ancestors" for^ tdentlty of the warriora who 
Ohio River to the height of laud ki.r i fU 6<ineralloa - fi 8htlng from the 
lag toll for their lost heritage ThwT “V*®? b> ' Palh a " d traU * and lak ’ 
Jo fix the fact that the Mingo was i . S * i7*° f ° r th ° Se of us who are 1,v,n 8 

the one we are hound to perpetuate InT ^ W ® Bt VirK,nIa aborigine, and 
and history. Perpetuate and preserve in the interest of truth 

-SpftWrS ” “T *° h “ V « »« but a hand. 

J ‘ * rt " t ™»»» Of >t I'" h , tb , ro “eb 'be Printed page. w. 

tbo'-gh, "> «» ^ .ha. He, a, hand 

Of course if a person will 
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£ wm • trem^doUBjU^uoU of which the Senec ^ any 8t oc* 

Jelled lb® of , h elr nation never to Ml ^ lfaey dld carry tb 

mftd o H a policy 0 slaughter was l Lttrl remnant ot the 

ud« or tort ‘” t 'places 9 human blood ran knee ^ Seneca8 along the 

-tr y 3 rr^ ; , r ~i:-7r r ^ r —*•«— the,r 

m the League of tie geneca8 successfully held 

arm » - r;: 2—^ s- -rrrr 

the eastern rang walk along the ■ ere&t armies 

SSX.™»°”“” d beld “* “ 

” 7 -" :r« - «■«- * 

ot <- •«* “St J?£«• “*- “ kely 

warriors ,ud It ttw ** 'the“ W name and beard ol In history. 

Ihat they would l.«*e been dUt M« ; known aa Mlngons. « 

tri-hTTL'S.'S: at the British gwe to the word 

“tithe M,agues o. Mihgo wh“ 

of the Iroquois nation that they ^Greenbrier Rivers, and 

lng parties came up and turned them against their own 

thus reached the out post at .Ming F , , Indians, joined the 

SSsSsSsSSrist 

J755 the date of Braddock-s Defeat, lor David Tygart and tiles wrote In 
1754 ' that they would have to leave the valley lor they were close to an 
Indian village and that it was too dangerous to remain there. 

Probably immediately alterwards, the Iroquois drove the Mlngoes to the 
west bank ot the Ohio and In 1766. their town ot 60 tamilles was the only 
Indian town on the banks ot the Ohio trom Pittsburgh to Louisville. From 
that town they marie war on West Virginian settlers for nearly a generation. 
They became famous as warriors and the word Mingo which had been more 
or less general in its nature became their own peculiar tribe name. The big 
chief Logan had a good deal to do with adding to the tame of the small but 


distinctive fighting band. 

From Mingo Town of Mingo Bottom, now Steubenville. Ohio, the tribe 
moved to the headwaters of the Sciota and Sandusky, sold out to the govern¬ 
ment, moved to Kansas, sold out again, and moved to the Indian Territory, 
where they arc known as the Sandusky Senecas. In 1905 they numbered 366 
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HISTORY OF THE MINGO INDIANS 


i nave lull about hold Ibair own since they llvod at MIiiko Fiats, 
person-. and bavo JU Uutt | 0 of Po |„ t Pleasant. Ix.gan did not 

™ ,OUK I' oif tor^peaceaf.er Iha, ba.He but ho -en. a -pooch by 
^r'o S-on KOO-OV.-U did lien an Injustice to refer to .ho Mlngooa as a 
°tSZJi Mingo was a tern, used by the eastern Indians for all the 
ZuoT SSL" «ve and afterwards six nations. The drat name that 
thTohlo River bore was black Mingo River The Black Mingoes were the 
Fries conquered und absorbed by the Senecas, the military branch of the 
Five Nations. When the Mingoes of Mingo Flats, driven out of the great 
Iroquois nation, retained their organization for the sole purpose of war on 
those who dared settle In the West Virginia territory, the colonials gradually 
restricted the name to mean those few hundred fighting men on the west 
bank of the Ohio who raided this country for a business, keeping up an al¬ 
liance with the Shawnees. a powerful confederacy. 

Mingo Flats is the extreme head of the Ohio River. There It is a bold 
trout stream Issuing from the Cheat Mountain. It Is a historical fact that the 
tribe that settled near Wheeling lived Immediately before that on the head 
of the Ohio at a place so far distant from the Iroquois center that they were 
thrown more with the Shawnees and Delawares and were thereby weaned 
away from their allegiance to the Five Nations. This could not have meant 
the head of the Alleghany for there they would have been in the heart of the 
Five Nations. Besides the Alleghany rivers is not the head of the Ohio. It 
lacks perhaps a hundred miles of being the uttermost fountain. Mingo Flats 
is the head of the Ohio and that Is the settlement that corresponds to the 
description of a town on the head of the Ohio River so far distant from the 
home nation as to throw them In constant contact with the Shawnees and 
graves up and down the Greenbrier Valley bear mute testimony to the fact 
that the Shawnee walked In this valley in the early days. Reference is made 
generally to the following historical writers on Mingo affairs: Mooney 
Bouquet. Rupp. Cowley. Schoolcraft, Harris, Lang and Taylor 

It Is twenty-five miles from Mingo Flats to this place. Marlins Bottom 

iiu itottom T " MinS0 PlaUj ' ™ a - * Ma" 

a break s^o then “ !f° 8 ° ld,erS ' W “ ho «* 

Bottom, and we have no reason on onrti a acealors have ,,ved at Marlins 
local history a centlemnn i m ?.** l ° d ° Ubt the truth and fidelity of our 

of the war-whoop o' heTudian' who^H T™ 1 *” h ‘ 8 *“*“«“* story 
here , ho Iwt raId . ^ a ! ° lhers wero killed 

He talked with a person wholard u ^ Wwh “» 

Chicago who onco did a history of it mci, i . r? ° lht ‘ r haDd a gent,eman from 
“ nd all very goo d. having gHen he , P C ° Unty ,D lhe 8 «‘ ac <* of d aF* 

Valley, a lick and a promise.^can T °l ° arCh ,n 

donee of tho existence of Mingoes at mi** h ° d ' d DOt fllld credlb, « evi- 
was sixteen feet high, he wl.^ "J?? "?* and haV, " K 88ld th « 

We can tell you how aJL* 1 “ Word of Jt - 

''hen a pioneer roturned from T"”? for “ got the name of Mlngoos 

cXaTufX, b0dles of hOUfl0 ,n 

—rr ,0nd, " - " 

down tho river to Mingo Town, and 
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HISTORY OF the M.NOO INDIANS 


... a nd no man should forget 

the n» W ^- concerned the name Mingo baa the 

narrow and restricted meaning of one sm«n but we honoBtly be- 

this muddy water 

lleV e that the vrwaK and that Jt oug ht to be done. 

than any that may come a names of places is the 

- rrSr^^r^r^. 

--— - 

suggest the history of the place and such are never wrong 

Mingo Flats was called Mingo Flats because the Mingo Indians lived 
there and this Is capable of proof beyond all reasonable doubt. 
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ARTICLE IV A 


Imagination Versus History 
By Hu Maxweli 


It Is unfortunate that an attempt to do historical Justice In the matter of 
dedicating the Indian monument at Mingo should be muddled by the Inter¬ 
jection of personalities, as our friend, the editor of the Pocahontas Times, 
seems to be trying to do. The question is. did the Mingo Indians hare a 
village at Mingo? If they did not. it would be misleading to dedicate the 
monument to them. 

Captain Cobb’s article deals with history and shows that all known evi¬ 
dence points to the fact that the Mingoes never lived there. That ought to 
settle the matter, unless stronger evidence can be cited to prove the con¬ 
trary. Thus far. no evidence whatever has been brought forward to show that 
the Mingoes ever lived there. 

What Mr. Price has published proves nothing except his own opinion. 
His last article is about 2 per cent history, 8 per cent tradition, and 90 per 
cent imagination. When he attempts to cite history, he fails to distinguish 
between fact and fiction, as is shown by citing the following four mistakes 
in bis article: 

1 . He says: "The first name the Ohio River bore was Black Mingo 
River. That is not true, but if it were true, it would prove nothing in regard 
to Mingo Indians living in Randolph county. 

2. He states: "David Tygart and Flies wrote In 1754 that they would 
have to leave the valley, for they were close to an Indian village and that it 
was too dangerous to remain there." If it were true that this was written 

® nd Fl,es ,n 1754 - 11 wou,d be the best (and only) evidence sub- 
nit ed by Mr. Price; but it is not true. What Mr. Price has in mind is ovl- 
dently the ambiguous statement written by Alexander S. Withers, of Weston, 
about eighty years arter the death of Flies. Withers does not say where the 
supposed Indian village was; and that H was at Mingo is Mr. Price’s con- 
Pr ! : ' * mo8t ' Mr w,thers could only have quoted a tradition. Mr. 

rZ ..n. T ‘ mV0 a,trlbu,Pd lhat w «-»tten statement to Tygart and Flics 
17K . ' c 1 :ipcrs '’ which are official Virginia colonial documents, of 

I * “f , laler ’ f,cal ,,rel, - v full >' with the Tygart and Files affair, and they 
rZ " „ at the "roxlmity of an Indian village near the settlement on the 
there• t “ UCh 1088 d0 lh, ‘ y 8ay anything about Mingo Indians living 

hey d0 exi>r08S the belief that the Files family was murdered by 

, ' 10 thclr country from a raid in Hampshire county, 

close tr hi* ! nnl Pl * int ° which Pilco falls in his article was mighty 

the »im« 10 JJ! C ‘ ” nd he 8hou,d have been more cautious. He writes: "At 

Bottom ° Jingoes lived at Mingo Flats, there was a fort at Marlins 
fort \vh« fh * C ,,nie8 'bore wore as many ns 150 soldiers.’’ N(» such 
Prior to 176? re n i ^ if t * ,n0 roft ' rrod to—during the French and Indian War. 
haps ho h- i har<1 ,Q BOe how ho coll,d make such n mlstako; but per¬ 

il m nil a period twenty-five or thirty years Inter when settlers 
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ARTICLE V 


Kkom This Randolph Bntrhphisk 

Tho unveiling of the Indian monument «l Mingo, in the southern .nd 
th0 ‘i>«' head of (ho Tygarts Valley river, took p| aco |„ aeoordnnco 

with tho program on Saturday. September 25. 11)20. 

The monument (Hands about 20 foot high and ui. Indian la ropresoniwl 
standing listening. looking and ready for the "war path" upon short noth'. 

Some 1.200 or 1.600 people attended the meeting from Pocahontas ami 
Randolph counties and n few from other section*, who nro candidate for 
politicul honors. Tho dinner served was superb and praised by all who at¬ 
tended as being one of the biggest, best and freest dinners ever offered In the 
county. 

Capt. H. G. Kump was introduced about 11 o'clock in the morning by 
Samuel H. Wood, the promoter of the monument, and the {loverly bund an¬ 
nounced that something was on ami the Chairman Introduced Captain Wm. 
H. Cobb, ns tho flrat speaker for the occasion. Taking us ids subject the 
Prehistoric Raco, or America before Columbus, Capt. Cobb inturcsted the 
people for half an hour, the talk being favorably commented upon and many 
requests made that his speech be published. 

Hon. Andrew Price of Murllnton, not being satisfied with the articles 
heretofore published upon (ho Bubject of the Miugoca not having been the 
founders of tho village of Mingo, in Hinted In a half hour's address that his 
position was correct and detailed some very Interesting Indian history. His 
remarks wore ulso requested to be put into shape and given to tho promt. 

The dinner hour having arrived, the Chairman was In a mood to enjoy a 
good dinner and Invited the people to tho spread and not only himself, hut ull 
enjoyed what was set before them and the quantity wait such that a few hun¬ 
dred more even if they hud been half Indians, could have boon fed. 

Tho hand played and tho chairman called for more spooches and intro 
duced the Hon. Roy Wnugh of Upshur County, who (old some Interesting 
stories and commented on the question of IniildliiK n monunx.nl to the plonoors 
who were sluiii by (lie ludluiis, and In it very happy way outertninad the crowd 
for twenty mlnuies. 

Hon. Arthur B. Koontz was called and plousunlly Introduced. He got oh 
some good stories nod interested the giilliorliig for several minutes taking 
Indian "skolpts" uud making it very pleusant talk. 

Hon. William 8. O'Brien being on hand by invitation was Introduced and 
gave the crowd n talk along tho line of tho spiritual Ufa and what awaits good 
citizenship, uud told only one story, but a good one. 

Dr. I«\ H. Barron, who ulwuya soys tho right thing In I(b proper pliu'O wan 
happy to his remarks and advised that monumeoln be constructed every year 
and mark tin. historical placo In the county. II being good tor tbu community 
and posterity. 
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„„TORV OF THE - 

MINGO 

this monument IS mhected in 
MEMORY ok the PASSING 
OK TUB ••RED MAN" 

““Vte "ii' ll o.l' «'■ Iroquois 

r , -—- 

,U ° T1 “tuition canto o- »»» o. ,h. presen. v,Uu S e. .he Master,.. 

d, '‘™ sl.»- .- - r T -- 

linbltat. He w»s terrible In Mnrlt.ro, yot humane In 1'enro ..nil ..as a factor 

*" 1 ErecteV'by 8. H. Wood and other descendants ot the pioneers who located 
near "this Indian trail." 
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article VI 


By Andrkw Frick 
In The Pocahontas Times. 


Tho Mingo monument to the vanlsed Mingo town was unveiled Sept SS. 
1910 wi ,h imposing ceremonies in the presence of a large assembly. Th« 
u an artistic Ilgure of an Indian chief act upon a pedestal, it is 

prominently looateil on a head-land looking toward, the setting sun it 1. 

half a mile front the Confederate monument and it adds charm and 
Interest to Mingo Flats which is naturally one of the beauty spots of the 

"° r Hon S H Wood, the old rosidenter. was the active force behind the move¬ 
ment 1 The good people of Randolph had furnished a great feast for the oeca 
Bion anU all were well fed. Addresses were made by Hon. H. G. Rump. Hon. 
Arthur B. Koontt, Judge W. S. O’Brien. Cspt. W. H. Cobh. Hon. Roy Waugh 
uud Andrew Price, the last named being us. having been invited to attend 
and testify as to what had occurred some hundreds of years prior. 

It was agreed that it was a historical mooting, and the crowd waa asked 
to indicate its love for the study of history, and one person held up bts hand 
hut for all that the audience listened intently, drawing mar on the sod lo 
the great well of truth as it Issued from the grandstand. 

l.lars are said to be divided into three portions for comparison, at llaia. 
damned liars, and historians, and for that reason a good text to indicate the 
spirit of the address would bo u part of « verse of Scripture which being 
slightly altered from the ancient Hebrew was lo too effect “Ananias ataug 
fourth." and that wo were perfectly willing to enact too part of Ananias, if 
Lawyer Kump. Captain Cobh, and Judge O’Brien, would stand first, second 

and third, respectively. »' _ t 

And In order lo keep the record Straight it should lie staled that accord 
Ing to the passage in the well beloved McCluffey. “I come lo bury Caesar «"* 
not to praise him." for we belong to the school which holds fast to the hello 


that n good Indian is a dead Indian. 

There has been aome criticism as to the propriety of the descendants of 
the pioneers honoring toe memory of u cruel and « treacherous foe. hut 
wo read the scroll of undent events, there never was a time when the »" IU " 
tainoera were not perfectly happy uud willing to bury the Mingo »i"l bury 
him deep. And the Importance of this enduring monument Is emphasised >y 
the fuel that already doubters have arisen who u«e assorting that the head of 
the valley waa not peopled by a tribe of Indians who have wandered from Id* 
place through the wilderness to the west, keeping their tribal Identity until 
they found their present place of abode In the Indian Territory. Ami while 
wo of the present day do not know it all. we do know more about the !>»■< 
Inhabit nuts of the valley thun those who will come ufler us, and It Is hlllut 
that wo do know what the pioneers might have done lu a day that la dead, 
and tlx (he fact beyond dispute 
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AiHhnntl'' ’ ,l **/ ,rV . ..I! Hut white P f ’°I ,ln 


IIIOUIM 

I h«- iiipu* 
the rtumo 

wuh »o 
be 


B ovnni*«nlh century »nd It l« 

..--r^.r:rrr:ir:/rr£ 

na"«r-"d".m“wid."i 1 ' 1 " 

•mnliin and Hi" <><'••'" Nation* and th« division of the territory 

of IrouuolH or ( m i| y KonHru „ onB . i,,«t It wan bollnvsd to 

•: “ :'ZXt T. STJSSSl “ 

Wh«. I. w„» Hr... *-■•««• "" “*“*!?MI^Hl lUlttW 

... *» ~«- 

mount.In* rind tin- MMu w.nrt of H.nm «re «"> '.Port. of Iho Jo»nlt» who 

went there a* missionaries to the Indiana- 

When the Iroquois had become firmly established ok a nation, the land 
drained by the Ohio river from the Brent lukes to the Ohio, wsb held by a 
powerful tribe of Indiana known mi the Kriea, but they arc constantly referred 
to lut the Cal Nation, becaimo their tribal sign was that of the panther. T his 
In the tribe of whom It wan reported by a priestly voyuRUcr. that he floated 
down one of the rivers In the State of Ohio without over being out of night 
of a corn field. 

fp to the year 1658, the Iroquois had n treaty of peace with thla nation 
which wan renewed at stated times with Imposing ceremonies. That year, 
thirty ambassadors appeared at the council lodge of the Iroquois for the pur¬ 
pose of continuing' the treaty When they had arrived, and before the meet¬ 
ing. a dispute arose, and ono of the amhusaufloru killed an Iroquois chief. 
Whereupon tlio Iroquois arose and killed all but five of the visitors, and war 
broke out between the nations, and luted for three yours. 

The end of the war came In 1656, at which lime 1800 Iroquois appeared 
before a fort In the Cut Nation and demanded lhat It surrender to save car¬ 
nage. for the Invading chief told them that it was useless to resist for the 
Master of Ufc fought tor them. The Brlcs replied lhat they depended upon 
heir mins and acknowledged no other power. In this fort there were an 
army of <000 warriors and the women and children of the tribe. Reading be- 
twc.u, " K . lines, the superiority of the attacking force must have consisted In 

^ ^ ^:;rzz i w «- 


places. - W,U * 80 CTOftl nmon « «*e»n blood was knee deep i„ 

zvzszss, r wm '*. k ™ ** <**« 

In Warren County it i> ,, * inown aK Fort Ancient, 

Ing the Miami river J ce<1 ' ' h '°° h,,, " lr, ‘ ,, fe,, « overlook- 

feet and ..unclosing a boundary of on . V,ir J in f ,n hol * ht from foot t«> 19 
well preserved but was abandoned nrlor , U '' r< ‘ B ° f land - Th, « fort is 

tlwil it marked the spot Where the 'al N'l’llln u? ,lmi nnd “ ‘ S protty ' !ur,n,r ' 

forl «*<.. contained the fifteen /^ . *„,u,.,crod. for ot.ly such u 

!h« Hmo of the great l)n(U(> 0r ,wonl y thousand Indians present at 
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Tho Krl« surviving were absorbed Into the Iroquoi. naUon. and « the 
of that -.ion occupied the western border they naturally became the 
STof the conquered people, and their numbers were so great that the town. 

If too seneca« increased from four to thirty. And this frontier work of guard- 
, and amalgamating with a conquered people naturally resulted In the 8* 

I' ‘ he- oming the military department and power of the Iroquois nation. 

1 Prior to this time the Ohio River waa named the Black Mingo River, and 
the Indiana living on the water* of that river, with the intolerance of race. 

r ,., Pd Ml ngoes. meaning a stealthy treacherous people, by those living 
to the east of them. This racial feeling is like that which prompt, ns to tall 
Italics. 'Dagoes, and Austrians. Bohunks. which to say the least are word, 

° f lH yn"d wtoTlroquois cooncU found a question of foreign affair, before it. 
to ro-idering It. tbev referred to it as their mtcgo problems. A part of the 
1" w ' was to mix the satire stock with the mingo element and form a line of 
ri 5 Iag°s reaching from the St. Lawrence river south to Georgia, policing the 
IZtetoe of the Endless Mountains. In council, if a statesman arose to bring 
np the subject of the faraway village on the head of the Tygarts Valley ***". 
v. woold prcbaMy say: -I want to take np the question of aupplle. tor one 
of oar mingo towns ~ just as a congressman might say today: “Here Is a mat- 
abo . t ocr colonial possessions In the Iroquois council we can a.moat 
bear a chief say to the English ambassador stationed at the Capital of the 
smoooa -Yes we of the old original stock respect the contract* we 
bare made with the English, tat our widely scattered mmgo •*«*““*£ 
. „ ixtsd fc w ^ xeoo never be sure that they understand the bond that 
l5 berwBIH , - Ard then they are apt to be inftuenced by strange tribe* like 

the Deiewsres and Shawnee*." _ 

It is interesting to trace the origin of the word Mingo. It fim meant 
r v ?a » neatest. It became the tame of the great river. Then It waa . v*3 

J a weed to denote the inhabitants of the country dittoed by that river. 
T-en to distrnruish the foreign from the native btoed of the Iroquoto 
tc designate to^ tow»s which were located :s faraway pans of tbrtr Pa¬ 
stas Jtai fsally bT the pioceer white men to mean » particularly 
trine cf Indian ocCaws wfec having moved to the far bank of the Obio tanW 
*>if »EE?rr tor more than twenty years during the days of the 
meets west of the Alleghany. The English league to stfte of tie t_a* 
it is Ixed and m^de detrito by the art of prtoris*. is C0M«f|y chMglta l 
of its words. For examy^ a few gener^ios. ago ^ word 
• ■■!. and the word saiser meant a sick fence *■ 

§e today with the meaning wheQy ciaasft the ole 

S Bin. a< FaulMi TO.®** p* ~ Ur - ti« ** to--** * ltT1 
resorted the Egas of a Indian -:»n near the f*3* where to* 

:j with weeds. eei -a . II jridey Iw-tas and tn-sne*. 
rr-.w-Ji krtrs *jeSs it, m tele to a man of ties* murnitr** 
dans toe «n* was ataatata a ? tfteen years hrtcr* tta rt to* 

fc j fa-riy ariafe to a. few *<W to 1T54 an 
F.t» Xahsu toa: u toe 
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——- , TrB „. which oxtcndod .ho --rr 

2|s£;sis^ 

wore driven aW ® y , aoe ,„ 1756. and that they * had ft ha nd in the 

^"o” the present da,- the on.y Indian 

found at Mingo Bottom, six mi es abo betwe en Pittsburgh and Bouia- 

settlement immediately upon the Ohw ^ ^ there for ten years and 
ville.They told the early explorers th t ' > ^ year£} before . The Ohio 

that they moved down ^^‘^^pjl^rgh. But the Tygarts Valley R.ve 

has two heads, the river forking t fork. The water does not 

and the Monougahela form by nr h longer by at least fifty 

divide even,,- a. P,ttab„r 8 h. .onntain n> the Ohio 

miles. But the clinching fact that this is tn ^ ^ ^ Delawares. 

where they lived is that they were ^ true of the headwaters of the 

That is true of Mingo Flats and it co • shawneC3 wer e southern Indians 
Alleghany River, the north fork^ o, - mountains, one 

forced by the Cherokee, an d the other in 

rth^ol^" Ui between the , wo ZXZ 

fif " There will never he a better time than now to fix the facts in history. 
Here Is the chart of the Mingo Indians, so called because of the hand! wo 
0 K 0 ,™ # 1,0 «ic.n R of the atrocities they committed on the pioneer settlement 


of our ancestors: 

In 1755, at Mingo Flats, Randolph County. West Virginia. In 1766, at 
Mingo Bottom, now Steubenville. Ohio, numbering GO families, making a total 
of about 300 persons. In 1800 they lived on their own lands on the head of 
the Sandusky and the head of the Scioto Rivers. In 1831. they numbered 261. 
This is the year that they sold their lands in Ohio, and moved to lands on the 
Neosho River in the State of Kansas, where they lived until 1867. when they 
moved to the Indian Territory, where they now live. In 1885 the number of 
the tribe was 239, but in 1905 they numbered 366. The tribe seems to have 
lust about held Its own all these years, and It seems a matter of regret that 

an effort was not made to have a representative of the tribe present on this 
occasion. 
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— - , inont notable conflict with them In thin 

„al«ht»orhood occurred In U inK , -Let him alone and he will go 

Head. •«“ «* 0 , f 1 a cle ar case of telepathy. He warned the aetUer. 

.ud bring more." which «■ » *» # under Jacob Warwick, returning to 

at Port Hadden. b« IbC ne t ‘ „ pon by mdians In ambush, and three 

the Greenbrier ‘°Wc*entt and John Nelson. James Crouch 

men killed: John McLain. sged ^ nameg of McLain. Ralston, and 

— woiinded blit cc^tpe^ „ as many de8C endants. A similar preaer- 

Nelson from Ibis '™« y * Ju Pocahont a S County, the same campaign. Two 
vat Ion of a name o < . . to was h. The Indians fired on them 

name away - bUt H,U e8CaPed and h,S Dame 

'■ rrr.: ",. - 

.0 preserve an historical truth by writing it upon tablets of stone. And every 
>ffort that is made to preserve the memory of those heroic times Is to be 
applauded and encouraged. And no less important is the duty that each and 
everyone of us owe to the lives of the departed of our families and friend* 
to mark the last resting place. 

Many years ago there lived in Scotland a man by the name of Robert 
Patterson who had reached the age of eighty-six years at the data of his 
death. The last forty years of his life were spent on traveling from church¬ 
yard to churchyard restoring with his chisel, the tablets marking the graves 
of the HiH-men or Camerenians. who had been persecuted for their faith. As 
It is so beautifully put: 

"In the dream of the night I was wafted away. 

To the moorland of mist where the martyrs lay 
Where Cameron's sword and his Bible are seen 

Engraved ©a the stone where the heather grows green. “ 

W " lM accept “ olhics for hIs WOTk Sir Walter 
that ~° rkS f ° r Um b - T same 

* ? wtl: o:a UMUtT ' *«-*» 

see lay buried ft cfe 051 *** ? Iac * "b^e Robert Fatter- 

cover the plj**. tfeoc-»- Tv, ^ * mc * ies - “G-unseat there, he could not &!s- 

“4 «*** search was nude. 
“*** *** 01 *•*’««*<* of those Old Mortality labored 

laws cf ££ Mr7^Lr^ Sr:cn **° zld ** »**« of the fact that under 
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article VII 


Address a. the Unveiling of the Mingo Monument 
BY captain William H. Cobb 


On a former 
you are 


. former occasion ,n —on with «. - “o' 

you are today unveiling. I »ae ca I _ and lnd i re ctly to those who 

Indians, and having paid my respec . > In( ii an8 I shall not, therefore, 

mftde this Bite, in of you honored me by reading, but 

wII1°con fine rny remarks to an historic race that preceded the tribe we call 

^The^ubject of America before Columbus is not known as it deserves to 
be known by our people, and thought by many not to be known by any. but 
in that respect you may be mistaken, for the trace or man is never lost, though 
it be thousands of years In the past, and when we say the past, it may mean 
many thousands of years, so remote that man dreams of such an age. 

Some confusion among anthropologists has occurred in tracing man and 
his works in the past, and that for the reason that they all do not agree upon 
the theory of the creation of the earth and man. The scientist looks only to 
facts as he finds and sees them, while the biblical anthropologist keeps in 
mind the Mosaic theory of creation and that only six thousand years, or nearly, 
have transpired since man came upon the earth. 

The men whom the scientific world acknowledge as authority upon the 
subject of the human race In America, place man here as long ago as two 
hundred thousand years; some much longer; and others probably not as long; 
while those of the biblical account would place the prehistoric man upon 
the continent from 6 to 7 thousand years and would not yield one day more; 
but it would appear that a class of civilization existed in America long cen¬ 
turies before any certain and definite history Is recorded In the Mediterranean 
country or Asia Minor. 

An , V ?° W ! 8 the Prehistoric man in America? From whence did he come’ 

n m szzzrjsrzr ~ 
d, t ,:; r k r.r a rr t r,: e ,ir i ", e Dwe,,ers —- 

“ *"•» ««- earno pa' h al : h raa2", C „e r ' SliCB d, ' rerC ” t “ d 

tr.ba coming to the IZ'rn hetZhere ‘ 0 r «**» 

American Indian, but I have never been nhl T* ' he “ ncoator s of tbo 

lb a favorable conclusion as to Ihe corre “ ' 0W ,l " !lr courM of reason 

So long ago as Plate " . , 'orrcctnea, ot (l ,e theory. 

I"” “■ Indefinite da.crlptTonTthe hMb ot Chrls ‘- 

•nterpreted It. Wea.arn Col.lnent - and r fl0,d ’ V ' ° r “ 

ntlnont, and not only a vivid d.acrlptloa or 
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, „ niat0i ,ho poopIO IHiil Mu. glories thereof. bill «*f «» mighty men that 
in'•.« in <•«! favorably with the Known Mediterranean noun try, ami tlinru can now 
ii'«V*uo doubt that writings •"'«> ,,r l,h " nnturo In part Inspired In 

Columbus Urn ambition t«» dlmiover ami locate that doIlKhirul country In thin 
puio l« ploturod oa IlnlonlnH »' H»« root of an Egyptian phllonophor. 
Mlao luld him that Troy mid her ho toon la war,- thon undent,- waa hut uh a 
olilld III am'. Humor snug of such Klysltim lloldn, an did many who followod 
him in oarly miclont Orouuo. 

That a civilisation existed In Amerloe along with Egypt. Greece and 
Dnhylontmi civilization, I take It that no scholar denies, but accepts It as a 
fuel, and thut iIiIh civilisation whs oqtiully as high, Ih ill fact truo. 

In tho walks of life.- In agriculture, la art. In nrcbltocturo, In muthuinatlcs 
and In tli« Implements of war, our greatness Is lurgoly mousured by our ability 
to stay tho most men. Wo see In prehistoric America nothing superior In tho 
eastern countries of Asia. Europe or Africa. 

In itie line of agriculture those people raised tho corn, tho squash, the 
gourd and many of tho modern vegetables of this day, lualudlng the bean, 
tobacco and tho vino. Those have boon locatod In the Mounds, and thoro 
through ages have boon planted and grown the sumo wheat and corn wo now 
produce. Those, la the days of which 1 apeak, wore Helds of hundreds of acres 
scattered universally over the country and not as the recent Indian cultivated 
his patch Of corn and tobacco or had Ills squaw do It. but those curly peoplo In 
America were fanners In fact. 

In art. there has probably never boon seen la the East articles of greater 

IInonoes and requiring more skill than what has been turned out by these pro- 

historic people The vase they produced was an ornament of wonder, and of 

different shades and designs; and their cooking vessels wore of no mean 

design; their cups were pat torn r of the present generation. The fernery 

vases were the pride of the age and no loss than 800 or 1000 have boon taken 

from one mound In the state of Mississippi. Nor wore they wanting In palut- 

tt, 'd Pictures In which all life was represented, such as tlu> birds, tho 

animal- and the snake, the smoke a tiling that has Hgured tho world over 

in religion and myths since tho creation of man; and while wo look upon 

ihe .• ekrl.v people as without vision and resources. If we only reflect, wo art* 

now practicing ninny of the pagan Ideas that controlled them 

In architecture, the InhabUnnta of Mexico and Peru were artists, and while 

III.' houses wore of the one story character generally, the decorations were so 

spiel,did amt gorgeous that thoy would have boon creditable to a home in 

t "• glorious days of Homo or Greece, Curtain* or the finest texture and 

h. Hi..m colors tell over the doors and the stucco doors were covered with 

m u ot exquisite workmanship, representing an artistic taste that has prob 

a > v mu hnt<i| surpassed in any age Ynother work of art and Industry, and 

I" " "'lowed by the Indian, was feather work In which no people has excelled 
them, v 

b> (|'V' ' UVt ' l ,M ' n IO * 1 * ,l "‘ l “ r * *’ f embalming has been lost us practiced 

iii.' l » \ i>t imuh. and while that ts true, it is probable that the emhaliuor of 

buiii ,* IUUl l “’ ,h, " K on thB prehistoric American iu this art. These people 
|. • '> p«s. ‘onuructed of stone or beaten or sun dried earth, for the preeor* 
" " * luu,u ‘* : ,,u ’ body drat having been chemically treated, and In this 



g!Toa’«tat« of „ 10 lines of the "‘^^^utorle races of both 

carried out. ‘ ' civilization of he ‘ Uan civilization, the line 

belonged »« r, f» America, and like thekgH^ 

No«». C»»' “ d C“ndo and ™ugb ca.h»»J ata t». .ho viewing 
*n» were lost an rs> the lying of the for pro tection.- 

U gorgeous friend8 , and guards •***«* J Abraharo offered 

“ ,tk 'r 1 „ > ^UC« Of «rC S human .hoar P» 

^rrriur^Torrourue.. —- 

*°' 1 .Tib. mounds In which .holAtlongWg^ wore 

S£SS.,-r sr, 

shell <ro.» the A.l.utlo Ocean^and Uje^ silver (rom Mexico; lead 

shores of Lake s 7 e ; l0 : : ‘^Phnrth^Ikin and painting of the Rocky Moun¬ 
tain Wisconsin; jade from Lb 1 ial inle rcourse of the people 

srrss sr : zzzz 

SMSSJ. — - Z — - - .rare, in 

figured so extensively in Ohio and to heUj 
all parts of the United States, constructed nearly 10.000 mounds alone in th 
S mte. and It is said that if these mounds were placed side by side they v ould 
give a length of over 300 miles. The swampy section of Missouri is especially 
noted for Its mounds, and the two states and Illinois have 2o00 known 
mounds, canals to connect lakes in Florida were constructed and were also 
built in our western country for irrigation purposes, and It would seem that 
some of these were built prior to the extension of volcanic activities in the 
Rocky Mountain region. 

The mummies of this age have been found wrapped In cotton, cloth and 
skins, with leathers as an ornament, which were rolled in mats and bound 
with rods strung together, resembling Japanese blinds. 

The religions of this people were along uncertain lines, as has been the 
history of the world over, and while it was definite in a sense, and at limes 
directed front those in authority, it was never accepted as a whole, and there 
were no doubt Pharisees. Sudduceos, conformists and infidels, as is and al¬ 
ways has been the practice of both the civilization and the barbarian, or half 
civilized. 

in this connection. It is upon the subject to say that in the high civiliza¬ 
tion of Mexico aud Peru that priests and ministers were brought up in the 
faith of the day; that boys and girls were, at an early age. specially taught 
relll!l0 “ 8 "» lr >=>“>■ »em* 1“ » SUM-™* being, which might have 

*«,VZ r d " ,rU,,K '’ ,h ” SU "' , " 0 ° n ° r a "‘ 1 ' s: «■ » 1° — instanced 
ehoatl . ° WntUD. »UnllM io China ami Japan, lint in this 11 

— -—«»■“ - - 
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.. h., n.re stated“»al“»er* u noU *" ** U w< * C * B *** ‘^noMk*. 
" ! 1'”,'.«u*ino« dlfferonce between the toiler, and practice, of thsou 
* *7 Z that of . similar date In the old world They did not know and 
Tr«ot acutely certain and rtx.nl In their mtad. nor «ora tho p*.pl. of 
other ancient country.- Just what tho l«fo of man meant or what future 
! at thorn and from tho teach In* of our day. mixed with aplrttuallsiu and 
thousand* of other "lau»s“ of the day. a man who thtaka la none too certain 

himself, certain that ho doe. not know. 

in matter* of government. these people exhibit*! the same disposition 
that has ruled man from the very earliest day that the stronger should nil* 

the weaker. if not h> will, hy force 

And If we know the history of the people from the remotest are. 
whether tn the old or in the new world, we ftud the same trait, and charac¬ 
teristic* tu tribe, and nations, the stronger rutin* the weaker. If men and 
Intern eats of war can enforce It; and under this practice history teaches a. 
th.t nation, have risen to their height. In Asia. Europe and Africa, and In 
turn been wiped out by some other great power No matter what country 
we point to In the distant history. It has *ono the way of the other 

l.ca*ues of Nations and Alliances were not unknown to tho prehistoric 
race tu America and for the moment worked In theory, but In time distant 
races ami those not In harmony with the greater would rebel and seek to 
live to thomselevs and worship God under their own vine and ft* tree This 
would bring down the wrath of the I oague upon them and In Instance, tht. 
has brought destruction upon the strong tn waging war upon a distant tribe 
1 'he alliance with the central head In Mexico, about the center of the western 
hemisphere, was never able to enforce strict observance by the outer tribe, 
and nations 

in studying these people. It Is of Interest to know that every color of 
mnnatnd was represented In prehistoric America and that brings us to th« 
Question *s to whether nil race* sprung from the Adam Kve race or whether 
i ere was « erondnmtte aud that theory ts not without Interest, hut time 
Will not permit its discussion 

h.s hl, r r.‘" nK nttd * ,UUy UlVU ,h0 «“*•»««» ^ lhe origin of the human race 
the er M , " *' lhl l < ’" 0f ‘ , ”* t min ls *n**Ut«*ou» to Vmorlou; that la, that 

bm^hu T " ,b ‘’ ' V " StW0 hemisphere was created or bought to 
the otv'ivtlen l/"'"' ."."l! that * M '" so ‘ v,,rtt ‘'ls with tho biblical storv of 
America nmlV . 1 ' 1 "” *" no fr " m ‘hi* country as well as from Asta to 

Thn 1 ’ ’ Urt<Kl "** ** Asia 

zx zz::::zr* . .* -* ■"*- * 


the Mh 

two trip* covering a period of eleven 


jvars. »nd Who was , , .. * ponoo o* e.*v»» 

svntlnoiu on (his . ‘ “ U * 1 the cross of Christ on the 

*h« CroM was ro i,. M ' !' *“ ,l ' , ‘l upon the fact or assertion that 

The erv>ss nmv «„ i V l ' ,v ,,u> »'*’' , l*l«' upon t\viumbus - dtacoTiM-y 
h» r the a„tua reason n n * XM * “»»• »« America and If •»» 

" " claim* n .o . . MW* ‘'h"“ 

Atwerti'* and pU m ,u , '“‘dhl.t. that monks of tho Mh centu 

the p,Hndv ' ht 7 * m! ‘MM*** ‘heir rite, and 

» *•« lUQUnJ , 1 * *'!" *" ■*"«“» ‘" noon Hut 

'he belief that 
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~ „ lBn , ftd ftny roiictouH doctrine* hors, but on 

Bud-hUt. before Cohimbu-.^orP * gfty<J , hr0UK „ nature, tho 

- ... . ,hB —• way MhB 

ho\'W*t**lu*PIf^t®^^^ a the nation hs* brought .ho student u, U,, 

Th ° « tu «l>-of -on .h 8ftmo Hourco; that tho »an.o Ood 

-cue'on ‘ r race tho rare from tho original to the present 
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life of tho nation, and following tho fate of tholr predecessors, have fallen 
Into the depths of depravity. 

On tho ruins of Troy of old, for centuries tho world accepted the story 
of Troy as only a fancied story of Homer, and whon excavations developed 
the ruins, they discovered the city aa described by poets, they also found 
burled underneath the city of Trojan fame, two other burled cities of which 
no account of their date was obtainable. It may have been that the ray of 
history kept alive by repeating tho story from one generation to the other, 
gave Plato and others of his age the key to the story of an ancient race that 
lived to the west of the Atlantic and that in antiquity and greatness and 
beauty their country was but an infant. 

This may be a fancy, but there Ib ground for the belief. Research in the 
western hemisphere has developed grandeur I hat is not surpassed by the 
wonders of the pyramids of Egypt and possibly more ancient or co-equal In 
ago These structures fully define the use of the square, the circle, the 
triangle and other geometrical figures. According to competent engineers It 
would take thousands of workmen, well provided with modern machinery, an 
age to construct and build one of the great temples In Peru. The stones going 

and the last oUhV^e ^ "”?! ° f AmeP,Ca a8 8 Parian, 

of years ago measured well with the ClvinTttono7 '£* th ° U * and8 

Pecially the countries we would refer to as hav^" ! 7 C0UnM «* aad ®- 
It is true these people had omLl. g * *' 0rloU8 histor >'- 
the evil, or Ignorance of the time But "h “° W COndemn and attribute to 
their superstitions and burned man for witeh "V-'** ^ ^ too had 
Period not too remote In European hi K »« ' craft ~did tbo same at a 
chusetts, not two hundred years jJL T?' a " d Under the ,awB of Maaaa- 
material and spiritual laws', witchcraft 1 ** 1 *“ & Vlo,ation * both tho 

MUon , h d ‘ StreB8 CaUcrt «Pon .he *“ th ° ot ‘*»o Jew 

iT he W T the dei>arted Samuel.th« * P “* h ‘ m in «»u»S 
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In conclusion. lot mo suggest one (hough! an lo the age of mao In 
America Bancroft In l' 1 " "Native Bnea* of (h« Pacific Slaton" tells U s 
America was peopled from Asia. hut the Jesup research Informs us that "A 
notable effort waa made under the auspices of Morris K. Jesup. president of 
the American Museum of Natural History, to settle more definitely the quea- 
lion of the origin of the American Indians Mr. Jesup, In consultation with 
a number of eminent anthropologists, came to the conclusion that the only 
satisfactory way lo discover. If there were any evidences of contact between 
the early settlors of America and Asia, was to make a thorough investigation 
of the oldest remaining tribes of both countries With this end In view the 
"Jesup North American Expedition of the American Museum of Natural His¬ 
tory" was organised in 1S97. and for seven years It studied the characteristics, 
customs, traditions and languages of the Indian tribes in Amorica from the 
Columbia River to Northern Alaska, and in Asia as far south as the line of 
Otvllixatloa. By studying how long the tribes had been on the Pacific Coast, 
what changes had taken place in the tribal physical characteristics, and what 
relation the various tribes boro to one another. It was possible to trace the 
relationship between the Asiatic and American tribes, and probably the cause 
of emigration In prehistoric times The result of the expedition points to 
the existence of Intimate relationship between the Asiatic and American 
Indians, and the conclusion of the members of the expedition is that the Indian 
originated in America and spread into Asia." 

Taking the prehistoric man in Peru as an example of the advancement in 
the arts of civilisation, we find them prior to the coming of Columbus wtth 
peat and military roads such as Oaaaar built in his campaigns against the 
people In Western Europe and in fact as highly commeudable as European 
roads of the first class, and such road leading from the rapitol of their country 
to the utmost limits of the state, with stone culverts over the small streams 
and ravines and swinging bridges over the rivers, and over these roads 
daily postmen, guards and other officials with information for the different 
branches of the government passed, along which houses were provided for 
resting and refreshment stations, and over which the fruits and fish of the 
coast country waa carried to the ruler and royal family. 

he Spartan government of three thousand years ago was probably no 
« ser in its establishment than this ancient country and it might appear that 
the two countries had. though thousands of miles separated and a different 
tongue, many of the features were similar The dtlmshlp was divided into 
classes of SO; into 1W; into f »00 and into 1000 . over which was an officer, who 
ruled them In accordance with the law s provided by the king 

Judges were appointed over the people to Judge of the crimes committed 
an., injustice done the citiien. and In most cases the verdict was death, 
.bench it coaid be mitigated It was a capttol offence to turn the water from 
^neighbors field into your own; blasphemy against the sun was a capttol 
And ** »be burning ol a bridge or the crime of adultery 
. T*** of the whole state was divided into three parts, the first 

t'b*ht ** n! t0 th<> Su *'° od Oils representatives! the second to the Inca— 
•hit Ih * ,tolrd * ad 10 people, and in this It would seem 

cwisfc idc * Prevailed In the observance of the sungod 
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. _nvory mu h“ v,n * ,l " e * 

dlvU10 d among all *«“’ po °'° lh „ children came, °* trtt 
•rno T , ' ' Ivon at marriage *" ‘ ®" ware murrled off. certain 

parcel. *«“ lh, Vj£. grouted, and •» ‘ bc ch ‘ ,dr a J d al certain interval*. the 
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the Pacific Cons population. , atbs of the people. 
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when the Jews visited that country. Qf oM and as at present where 
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»C U, w"L».^ ~od.r» productions were »b. BUP>e 8 
Of the date in of which wc speak. worship, and this 

history In the western hemisphere a few thousand years ago. times have 

changed many things, but the human characteristics st»l exist. _ 

The characteristic government of the Inca’s in Peru at the coming of 
Columbus is but the kindred in character of those through Central and North 
America, at that time long past their zenith in greatness; their heights hav¬ 
ing been reached many centuries before. The most gorgeous temple of pre- 
historical times was probably in Chololu. in Mexico, where the outer walls 
covered acres of ground, the temple being 1400 feet long and the perpen¬ 
dicular walls rising 177 feet and covering more ground than the jyramids of 
Egypt and its antiquity records by equal centuries. 

Near the city of Mexico stood the capitol, which probably represented 
the nations, states and empires of the western hemisphere, where slaves, 
criminals and captive tribes were sacrificed by the thousands for rebellious¬ 
ness and to appease the gods of war. Yucatan, if we rely upon the excavation 
made by scientist, antiquarians and scholars, once contained a citizenship 
far surpassing that of any other country of equal antiquity. 

in our south western country of Arizona there existed an agricultural 
advancement rivaling what our government and people contemplate by 
modern irrigation in that section and when that country is made the garden 
spot, agriculturally, in America, it will probably not far surpass what it was 
under the reign of the prehistoric America. The canal was in operation in 
that 8 e c li° n when the Jew was making the sun-dried brick in Egypt and the 
prehistoric man. of which we speak, was making a similar one for his people; 
the magazine or store bouse was annually supplied for a "seven year famine." 
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, , hn „ |„ B*Bt four thou Hand yoara ago did not 
•ml eh.’ cIvlllMtlo" " u would Huoni that the same spirit or advance- 

;;r M bo““.S!r!Liy .»- »'»>««•">' ,or tho “ oo '’ • y " 

,n b ;;‘t not at all Improbable .hat In our middle and western prairie state. 

has been stated by writers, once covered with a forest as dense as 
the"eastern and western sections of our country, but cleared for agricultural 
purposes In order to sustain nn immense population. 










